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* SUBJECT: / Chengee in administrative divisions of Rumania 44 Z‘:’g}"/ Corm “’;‘ .

T S After approval by the Central Cormittee of the Rumanian Workers' Party
oot et ite plenun meetings December 19-20, 1960, a proposal to change the
administrative divisions of the territory of Rumenie, partioularly in the
L Bungerian sutonomous Region, was put before the Grand Nalional Assembly
Foh on December 22, 1960, In introducing the draft bill, Nicolae CRAUSESCU,
' & member of the Politburo, stated that after a year's study and as a
- result of many requests and suggestions made by the working ‘people of
the different comunes, raions and regions, the modifications had been
made in order to construct more viable and better consolidated economie
and cultural units, as well as to insure better conmunications between
refonal and regional centers. These proposals were adopted by the GNA :
on Decamber 24, slong with certain necescsary amendmentc to the consiitu- 1
tion which ere affected thereby, Six copies of Ceausescu's speech,
which describes the administrative changes for each region, and of a map
83 printed in "Scinteia", are enclosed, The constitutional amendments : ,
are reported in Legdes 116. ‘ N

S

- The countiry's territory remains divided into sixteen regions in
~ addition to the cities of Bucharest and Constanta. Both now have the
. eeme eadministrative rights as a region. The number of raions has been
redvced from 189 to 146, .ight regions rsgained their historic names
{Constanta is now Dobrudja, Craiova - Oltenia, Oradee - Crisana, A S
Pitesti - Arges, Stalin - Brasov, Timisoara - Banat, Magyar Autonomous ~ o Jie
o Mures Autonomous Magyar, and iedis liare - larenmures), Most significant ’ R
i = wes the return of "Orasul Stalin" to "Brasov", the city's ancient Saxon
S v HRans , : -
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- Rajomal redivision #ithin the various regions was said to be for
the purpose of tightening administrative controls, which will result,
according to calculations advanced by the regime, in a wavings of some ) i
400 million lei. The value of 100 million is estimat-d in reallocation {0

3‘ : : of building space now used by local adninistrative orgws end 100 million :
oo in the administration of "husbandry". 4An additional 200 million is .
L - expected to be saved in tuilding expenses, previously budgeted for in

the 5ix Year Plan and no le-ger nacessary,  The provincial bureaucracy
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w111 probably be reduicl Loas mueh s v Vhe new low wos also described

as contritutirs to ¢leser contact tetroon the strie and the workers and
Ve en dnercase in ihe Inttor's role in Lhe nuanajenent of state and public
aifairs, thus strensthening ths “unloca-able allianze" betrecn the
industrial vorkers :nd the pessaniry,  ctually, the new lew sceks to
improve party and state leidership over al) economic and cultural
ectivity,

lbst significant adjustuents vere in respect to the Hungarian
autonomous Illesion, T .o relons, St. Gheorphe and Tirsu Secuiesc, which
ere over B0 popuinted by Hun arion etinics, were detashed smd incorporated
into the Bragov degion {Jorrerly Sialin Jaidon), ‘ogtensibly becauge they

were too far reuoved fron Tird ey the adninistrative center. Yo

buiance these logsas, Lia'és v én, further 7% = Ludus, Sovmas, and
Tirneveni - vere caubined and 4o into the Autonorous e;7ion as one
- bk S . o o " s 2.

raion, - In these raions there is an absolute Tunanicn negority.  The
population of the Autonorous ¢ ion as a hole was increased by 43,000,
vhe esricultural avea by eone 30,000 hectares, but Hungorian predominance
has declined,

. ,

The amendments to the constitution and the new delimitation of this
Autonomous Illegion modify the Vienna .vard boundary bvet.eer Mungary and
Rumenia, The overall Hunimrian population relative to Puranian has been
decreased by pinching off the southensicrm enclave of wneklers, vho now
apparently lose the special rights (real or not) accorded them wnder
Articles 20 and 21 of the constitution. the elimination of Ariicle 19,
vhich establiched emd defined the are:d, and the amendment to Article 18,
which is in effect & new article, nos metes 1t povsidle to again gerrynander

the Autonomous Region but without further refercnee o iha constitution,

v

It-may also be of sore importance that the name ol [he Aulonomous Rggion
has been changed by yrefacing the word "lures". fThe orde "utonomous"
and "Eungarian" could eventually be eliminated in ordinary usage cr by
dictgt, to be known .Simply as the lwres Kerion. Although .irticles 20,

21, 57 and 58 of the constitution give spesial privilege to the fungerian

Autonomous Region, it wouid wow & whanTTETer Tatter ¢uietly 16 amend

.or.dglete them, since Article 19 no lob cr exints. Only relations #ith

the Hungarian govermment would preven. thé"gTiminmation of speciel itreat-
ment for the llagyar minority, and the presence in Rumenia "on holiday"

of Ferenc MUINICH, Hungarian Prime Lingster auring; the Gha sessions

may therefore have had sorc significance, ZIn a discuusion of the new
administrative laws with Nicolae GULDA, a lhrector in 4he FYoreign Ministry,
and himself a Transylvanizn, lic contonded that the caances in the
Autonomous Reglon wore vurely to Luaprove adniristration and that the
Hungarian minority wonld coniinue to po cein speedal ricnta, He failed,
however, to explain the dfgnrpoar mee of ‘rticle 19, evzept to say it

no longer applied, )
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As regards tue return of their hisiorical nanes to eight regions and
ne ¢ity, tnis is being jteorpreted locally as a sop to reional feclings,
which have deep roots iu custors end folklere, s ~ell as the cover for
eliminating the word "stalin" from both a rejion and an important industrisl
city. Ironically, thds re;ine effort to placate nationzl end historic
cultures originated with Stalin (" zrzicm and the Fational Guestion"),
tut vhether any "natiorv.l-cultural auntonony” cen in Dumania be extended
to Hungarians is doudbtful,
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sussect:  Austro-Hungarian Bordep Agreement

r The Austrian and Hungarian Governments have reached accord
on_an agreement concerning the physical demarkation and main-
Tenance of their common border-According to a Foreign Mipistry
BOUIrce the impetus behiﬁﬂ“fﬁ@"éépeémenp,wyhighwH;;;wpgmﬁggneq_
I§§§h:§hi§;&£af,;wgswthg_fac% that a good number of the border
markers are inaceurate or i disrepalr, thereby increasing the
‘Hﬁﬁggr«pfhpgr@grwigcﬁdents. ' ' T

fact-finding commissions set up whenever a porder violation
“66§§;s:h_$h§rewi§ apparently a reasonable chance that some:
Sgreement will be reached along these linés,
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which the Hungariens have been pressing and which would amount
to having the Austrians assist the Hungarlans in enforcing the
latter's draconic restrictions against both Hungarians and
foreigners, similarly, there is .1ittle hope for _an Austrian

proposal that the Hungarians redgcg‘tthQQgggrwgﬁzpppder incldents
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by enmulating the Czechs and moviqgmfﬁégr barbed wire and mine
f1eld installations a hundred yards or so back from the actual

For the Ambassador:
, 'Z‘v_ J/ 41,\5'1/:{;

John Devine
Counselor of Embassy
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-_Negotiations'are still continuing for an agreement regarding :
the investigation of border incidents. WIquﬂggggn;ansmwantngg‘hoc ’

No prospect is in store for a general border arrangement for
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